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all be metaphysicians, Not least those who treat
metaphysie as illusion; for if they are reasonable,
they must do this for a supposed reason, and
this reason is their unconscious metaphysie. But
all need not be metaphysical experts, who think
out their final intellectual position. Most persons
are contented to accept their ultimate premisses
on authority. A few desire to test the author-
ity. So in 1865 I opened separate lectures for
any so disposed. In the following quarter of a
century more than 400 students entered in this
class. In those lectures I avoided final system,
and unfolded some of the great philosophies of
the past, destructive and constructive; in the
faith that human thinkers differ, not totally, but
in the degree of their approach to the perfect
philosophy that is fully reached by none. The
history of metaphysics is in much like the history
of poetry or art; yet the collisions of meta-
physicians represent gradual advancement on the
whole. And now the young aspirants, by going
into the river, and "moving up and down in
its depths and shallows," each bestirring himself
as he best could, were able in the end to dis-
cover something.
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